
7 FAM 1530  VOTING INFORMATION AND 
SUPPLIES 

7 FAM 1531  SOURCES OF INFORMATION 
(TL:CON-54;   5-19-93) 

a.  The Department (CA/OCS/CCS) will provide posts with all official information 
required to assist U.S. citizen potential voters in applying for registration and absentee 
ballots. Such information will include copies of the Voting Assistance Guide, publicity and 
media information, posters, flyers , charts and fact sheets, telegrams and similar types of 
information. 

b.  The Voting Assistance Guide, published by the U.S. Department of Defense in 
even-numbered years, is provided to each post by the Department of State in the 
appropriate number of copies. The Guide gives detailed information on the voting 
requirements of the 50 States, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, Guam, American 
Samoa, and the U.S. Virgin Islands. It should be made accessible to U.S. citizens who 
wish voting information and assistance. 

c.  Posts should restrict themselves to information contained in the Voting Assistance 
Guide provided by the Department in assisting potential voters. Any issues or questions 
not covered in the above publications, or unclear, should be referred to the Department 
(CA/OCS/CCS). 

7 FAM 1532  DISSEMINATION OF VOTING 
INFORMATION 
(TL:CON-54;   5-19-93) 

a.  To maximize participation in the democratic process by U.S. citizens, consular 
sections are encouraged to disseminate appropriate information to all citizens who call on 
the post for consular services. 

b.  Additionally, whenever possible and appropriate, and with the permission of the 
principal officer, the voting officer may, with the cooperation of the public affairs officer, 
disseminate information concerning the right to vote in the media, community newsletters, 
and post publications; by participation in public events for the U.S. citizen community; by 
giving speeches, and by organizing voter registration drives held in local private schools, 
clubs, and the like. Activities under the Absentee Voting Act to encourage voting by U.S. 
citizens must be strictly non-partisan. 



7 FAM 1533  APPLICATION FORM 
(TL:CON-54;   5-19-93) 

a.  Each post should have on hand an ample supply of Standard Form 76, Federal 
Post Card Registration and Absentee Ballot Application, called the FPCA [see 7 FAM 1533  
Exhibit 1533a ]. This form serves as a request by the voter for registration and/or absentee 
ballot. No ballots are available at post or from the Department. Ballots are mailed by the 
appropriate voting registrar directly to the voter in response to the FPCA. The voter returns 
the completed ballot to that voting registrar in the United States. 

b.  Each post should have on hand an appropriate supply of Standard Form 186, 
Federal Write-in Absentee Ballot, called the FWAB [see 7 FAM 1533  Exhibit 1533b ]. The 
FWAB may be used only for Federal offices (President, Vice President, Senator, 
Representative/Delegate) in general elections and is intended for use by voters who did 
not receive the regular absentee ballot from their State in time to vote and return it. Except 
as specified in the Voting Assistance Guide, this ballot serves as a backup to assist voters 
who would be disenfranchised through no fault of their own. It is not designed as a 
replacement for the regular State ballot. The FWAB is valid only when the state ballot has 
been requested [see also § 7 FAM 1549 for Non-Receipt of Ballot]. 

c.  The FPCA and FWAB are listed in the Office Supply Catalog of the General 
Services Administration (GSA). A supply of these forms must be ordered by the post  
directly from GSA well in advance of regularly scheduled elections.  Posts should generally 
place their orders by January of even-numbered years. Obsolete editions of the forms, 
dating back to 1981, may be used until supplies are exhausted. 

7 FAM 1534  THROUGH 1539 UNASSIGNED 



7 FAM 1533  Exhibit 1533a 

STANDARD FORM 76 - SAMPLE FEDERAL POST 
CARD REGISTRATION AND ABSENTEE BALLOT 

REQUEST (FPCA) 
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7 FAM 1533  Exhibit 1533b 

FEDERAL WRITE-IN ABSENTEE BALLOT (FWAB) 
(SF-186) 
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